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The Holland House (part 3)

Source: The Van der Sloot Archive

In part 2 (newsletter 104), Van Gulik
wrote a fund-raising letter to the chair-
man of the Japanese-Dutch society, Mr.
S. Okamoto. The goal was to cover the
remaining ¥ 220,000 needed to estab-
lish the Holland House.

Little over a month later, that goal was nearly
reached, as Charles van der Sloot proudly re-
ported to Van Gulik in a memorandum dated
16 September 1966.

This morning I had a telephone conversation
with Mr. Okamoto, Pres. of the Nichiran
Kyokai who told me that he had received

¥ 160,000 in contributions toward the Hol-
land House in Nagasaki! He requested ur-
gently that I wait with the transferral of
funds as he was still expecting several con-
tributions and he didn’t want to antagonise
these people. He is hoping to be able to
reach a grand total of ¥ 200,000 and will
transfer this amount as soon as possible.

Sore spot

In the same memorandum, a delicate matter is
raised, a diplomatic rivalry between the Dutch
and the German representatives in Japan:

I asked him [Mr. Irie, manager of the
Ijinkan of which the Holland House was
part] if he knew anything about a Von
Siebold celebration in Nagasaki and he said
that he was planning to write to me about
this extensively in the next couple of days.

Philipp Franz Balthasar von Siebold (1796—
1866) was a German doctor who entered the
Dutch military service in 1822 to be able to go
to the Dutch East Indies. In 1823 he was sent
to Deshima, the Dutch trading post in Nagasa-
ki. Besides founding a medical school, he was a
keen botanist. When he was expelled after
charges of high treason (spying for Russia) in
1829, he took his enormous collection back to
The Netherlands. The small private museum
he started in his private home in Leiden
evolved over the years to what is now the
Dutch National Museum of Ethnology.

It was the Dutch government that enabled Von
Siebold to travel to Japan, therefore the Dutch
were rather miffed when the Germans tried to
hijack his legacy, as they perceived it. There’s a
handwritten note next to the fragment quoted
above that reads:

This [the Von Siebold celebration] the Ger-
man Embassy is trying to stage. Von Siebold
however was in the service of the Dutch
Government.

MEMORANDUM

Van: Ch. van der Sleot. Datum: 16 september 1966
Aan: Dr. R.H. van Gulik. ,wva:’”
Onderwerp:  Nagasaki. 'W" “’vwwv"

1, Hedenechtend heb m/m/m»tmnmn gesprek gehad met Mr. Okamete, Pres.
van de “Nichiran Kyokai" die mij mededeelde thans ¥ 164000,-- aan bijdragen

saki! Hij verzecht

te hebben entvangen veor het "Helland Huis" te N

mij dringend neg even te wachten met het overdr: van de gelden

en en hij deze persenen niet wil passeren.

van ¥ 208,000,

hij neg wachtende is o

Hij hoopt ep een tetaal b te kunnen kemen en
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2. Heer Irie van de Ijin-kan te Nagasaki telefonisch verzacht hoe het met .k

bedrag zo snel megeli_k evermaken.

muur staat. Hr. Irie verklaarde dat hij st heden een brief aan U

wilde schrijven da.r er enige veranderingen in de muur zijn aangebracht
d.v.z. namaak eud ijzeren balken tussen de stenen en de peort werdt iets
breder gemaakt. Een tekening van de nieuwe muur en peort zal hij tesamen
net de prief epzenden. Het tetaal bedrag blijft echter hetzdddede.

Hij verzecht echter dringend het "wapen™ (MON) voor de Peort te mogen ent-
vangen. Irie zei @at de muur en peort ep tijd klaar kemt veor de (event.)
opening ep 29 ef 30 ecteber a.s. WMXxKiEX . Op mijn verzeek zal hij

een am tal Ijinkan felders aan ons epzeddsn, In het Helland huis staat
echter nog niets en hij vreeg zich af ef er tezijnertijd niets in geplaatst
zou kunnen werden. Van de Hr. #trijkers heeft hij niets meer vernomen,

In de tuin zeu hij gaarne tulpen willen planten. Gaarne wilde hij enige
ideeen hebben ever de inrichting van het restaurant. Ik heb gezegt dat
t.a.v. de berden, schetels keppen etc. het niet enaardig zeu zijn deze

aans te schaffen met Hellandse metieven en hem hier ever een mamp "f

ieve U er een aan te trefien. Veor de Cul

zak teezenden. (hie:

afd. van deze Ambascade heb ik ecn Thee-set gekecht Voor de Japanse gasten
om hun Jap. thee te geven in deze Hellandse stijl s.)
Ik vreeg hem terloeps of hij iets wist van de Von Siepold viering in

Nagasaki en hij deelde mij mede dat hij mij hierover juitvoerig wilde
schrijven binnen 2 a drie dagen. ol pkeott
5 A
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Nepine,
The indignation one can feel in this note is the
same as I heard in his voice when Charles van
der Sloot told me this story last September.
Almost fifty years have passed but the feeling
remains...

Compromise

In the end, it was the German Embassy who
organised a reception to honour Von Siebold,
but Ambassador Van Gulik was asked to deliv-
er a short speech and the members of the
Dutch-Japanese Society were invited to attend.
The German-Dutch rivalry wasn’t confined to
Von Siebold. Van der Sloot writes in a memo-
randum dated 22 September 1966:

Enclosed please find the new flyer of the
Ijinkan which as far as the cover is con-
cerned is not as nice and moreover incorrect
as compared to the original flyer. The new
flyer, with its German beer tankards and
German pipe, will probably not strike the
average Japanese or maybe even foreigner
as not being a Dutch image. The question
now is if the majority of material exhibited
in the Ijinkan will not be German too. I
don’t think one can object against the pres-
ence of German things since the Dutch em-
ployed many Germans in Deshima (Von
Siebold etc.), but if the Board of the [jinkan
labels them as Oranda [Dutch] we will have
to point out their error to them. Besides, a
too large presence of German objects would
attract the attention of authorities etc. at the
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upcoming commemoration of Von Siebold
and Kampfer in Nagasaki on 30 October.
Consequently, I have informed Baron de Vos
of the above and asked him to watch closely
what is exhibited in the Ijinkan during his
planned visit to Nagasaki, and write a small
report about it.

Official opening
The date of the official opening was supposed

to be 21 April, but it had to be postponed once
again. Finally, on Wednesday 3 May 1967 the
Mainichi Daily News ran the following article:

Newly Built Holland House To Open
From May 5

Dr. R.H. van Gulik, Ambassador of the
Netherlands, will cut the tape at 11 a.m. on
May 6 to open Holland House, which has
been newly completed at Nagasaki to pro-
mote Japan-Netherlands amity.

The ceremony will be attended by notable
from the Netherlands, representatives of
Nagasaki Prefecture and City, Suemasa
Okamoto, president of the Japan-Nether-
lands Society, KLM executives and others,
totaling about 300.

Located next to Glover House in Minami
Yamate, Nagasaki, Holland House has been
completed by remodeling a warehouse in the
garden of Fusao Sasaki. An old Dutch style
stone wall, 3¥2 meters high and 2 meters
wide, has been newly built.

Holland House, which was made possible
through private donations, will not only con-
tain mementoes of the early Dutch history in
Japan but will also display exhibits and
books introducing the Netherlands to the
Japanese people.

[...]

The tape cutting ceremony on May 6 will be
followed by a lecture with slides.




